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Economics of Social Justice 
 
I Introduction 
II Basic Issues and Theoretical Foundations 
 1 Generic terms: justice, equity, fairness and equality [8,9,17] 
 2 Theories of distributive justice in economics, ethics, and  
  political philosophy [8,9,13] 
 3 Justice and rationality 
  3.1 Exogenous and endogenous distributive justice [8,15] 
  3.2 Procedural versus end-state justice [9,10,18,19] 
 4 Naturalizing economic justice [3] 
 5 Problems of horizontal and vertical equity [1,13,18] 
III Modern Concepts of Economic Justice 
 1 Modern end-state approaches [2,8,10,13,16] 
 2 Equality of opportunity [13,14] 
 3 On liberty and property rights [3,12,13] 
 4 Just social contracts: the constitutional approach [12] 
 5 Fairness in games [3,4,5,10,18] 
IV Applications 

1 Equitable taxation [17,18] 
2 Fair insurance contracts [12] 
3 Fair management compensation 
4 Fair provision of public goods [10,11] 
5 Fair policy choice in democracy [6,11] 

 



2 

 
References 

[1] Amiel, Y., Cowell, F.A.: Thinking about inequality, Cambridge et al. 1999. 
[2] Baumol, W.J.: Superfairness, Cambridge et al. 1986. 
[3] Binmore, K.G.: Game theory and the social contract, Part 1: Playing fair, 

Cambridge et al. 1994, Part 2: Just playing, Cambridge et al. 1998. 
[4] Brams, S.J., Taylor, A.D.: The win-win solution, New York et al. 1999. 
[5] Brams, S.J., Taylor, A.D.: Fair division, Cambridge 1996. 
[6] Buchanan, J.M., Congleton, Roger D.: Politics by principle, not interest, 

Cambridge 1998 
[7] Hayek, F.A.v.: Law, legislation and liberty, Vol. 2: The mirage of social 

justice, London 1976.  
[8] Kolm, S.-C.: Modern theories of justice, Cambridge et al. 1996. 
[9] Konov, J.: Which is the fairest one of all? A positive analysis of justice 

theories, in: Journal of economic literature 41 (2003), 1188 – 1239. 
[10] Moulin, H.J.: Cooperative microeconomics, Princeton 1995. 
[11] Moulin, H.J.: Fair division and collective welfare, Cambridge et al. 2003. 
[12] Mueller, D.C.: Public choice III, Cambridge 2003. 
[13] Roemer, J.E.: Theories of distributive justice, Cambridge et al. 1996. 
[14] Roemer, J.E.: Equality of opportunity, Cambridge et al. 1998. 
[15] Schotter, A.: Free Market Economics, 2nd Ed., Cambridge/MA-Oxford 

1990. 
[16] Thomson, W., Varian, H.R.: Theories of justice based on symmetry, in: 

Hurwicz, L. et al. (eds.), Social goals and social organization, Cambridge 
et al. 1985, 107 - 129. 

[17] Vandenbroucke, F.: Social justice and individual ethics in an open society, 
Berlin et al. 2001. 

[18] Young, H.P.: Equity in theory and practice, Princeton 1994. 
[19] Zajac, E.E.: Political economy of fairness, Cambridge/MA 1995. 
 
Supplementary articles will be announced. 
 


